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Introduction

We designed New Jersey Icon Map Maker with you and your students in mind. For teachers, it is
multisensory and adaptable for different ability levels. For students, it is fun, interactive, and accessible.

New Jersey Icon Map Maker is effective because students can see the lesson (visual-spatial), hear
the lesson (auditory), read the lesson (verbal-linguistic), and manipulate and move materials in the
lesson (tactile).

Present the units of New Jersey Icon Map Maker as Whole Group Instruction, in which each student
completes their own map under your direction, or as Cooperative Learning Groups. There are also op-
tional map activities and follow-up activities. New Jersey Icon Map Maker will greatly enhance your
study of New Jersey.

Materials Needed:

New Jersey Road Map (one for each student, if possible)

New Jersey Outline Map (consumable; each unit requires one for each student or group)
Picture icons (photocopyable)

Icon descriptions (photocopyable)

Scissors

Glue

Pencil

Crayons or colored pencils

Directions

The following directions apply to most units. When necessary, specific directions (in italics) will lead off
a unit or follow the description. The CD includes pictures of finished maps. These are suggested ideas for
completion. Encourage students to use their creative abilities to design original maps.

1. Cut out and color icons.

2. Read the description.

3. Find the place described for the icon or the underlined place name on your New Jersey Road Map.
4. Locate the place on your NJ Outline Map and designate it with the icon’s number, circled.

5. Place icons near the designated place. You'll have to be adaptable with placements so they all fit.
Don’t glue in place, yet.

6. Glue icons after all are placed acceptably.

7. Decorate your map.

8. Discuss the icons. Which places have students seen? Which are nearby? Encourage family outings and
sharing photographs. Find out more about these places on the New Jersey Home Page (accessible
through Afton’s web site: www.AftonPublishing.com).

9. Complete follow-up activities.



Cooperative Group Ideas

1. Divide your class into groups of roughly six students. Make each group responsible for completing an
icon map unit cooperatively. They should be familiar with the preceding directions.

2. Assign jobs according to student abilities. (Distributing index cards with listed jobs works well.) Split
or combine jobs as necessary. If you color icons after cutting and before gluing, it will not only be easier
(no bumps), but all group members can participate.

Student Jobs:

eCutter cuts out the icons.

¢ All group members color icons.

eReader reads the description for each icon.

e Mapper finds the location on the road map.

¢(Circle Maker finds the location on the outline map and draws the numbered circle.

eIcon Placer, consulting with group, places icons on the outline map.

eGluer glues the icons in place after final group approval.

e Miscellaneous: whatever is left to do. Some units ask for labeling; others suggest

coloring areas.

3. Encourage students to work out difficulties in their cooperative groups. Point them toward the an-
swers, but let the team solve their problems.

4. Allow time at the end to share information and experiences. Ask debriefing questions.
Ideas follow:

—What did your group do well?

—What did you learn about New Jersey?

—How would you improve the activity?

—Which job would you like to try next time?

—What was the most interesting thing you discovered?

—What was the most challenging thing about working in a group?
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Transportation

Follow the usual directions, described in the Introduction, and the additional
directions when they appear, in italics, after a description.
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Environment Icons
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Agriculture Icons
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NdJ Icon Map Maker Bingo
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